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Morphbank is an online database with image tools for scientific collaboration, research and education.
Images deposited in Morphbank document a wide variety of research including: museum collections,
specimen-based research in comparative anatomy, morphological phylogenetics,

taxonomy and related fields focused on increasing our knowledge about biodiversity.

A user base composed of researchers interested in images for biodiversity is a group with complex
expectations of how an image database and collaboration platform should perform. We have seen

that these underlying differences in expectations can create barriers to participation.
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Generally have a strong opinions about data sharing and Web dissemination, which varies depending on the cultural Angle: Lateral . T L
M M M M . itted light, brightfield ontributor urren I Image [143401 Melaloncha rodeoensis I
atmosphere related to the taxonomic group they are involved. This is often one of the most conservative sectors-e P::::r“a'::: Uit A A S =
Specimen: Female/Adult/Not Applicable
Morphbank user groups. Much of our ideals for good, robust metadata relies on their participation in online efforts.
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Open access, attractive images and clear copyright information. i Other Annotations W(ads Annotation...

Institution:

Date to Publish: 2007-08-21 No. Annotations: 0
Elevation (m):

Bishop Museum

Barriers manifest themselves in how a user approaches sharing data online by an increase in desire to e )
tightly control the use of the data after it i1s made public, an unwillingness to have imperfect or
incomplete data, a feeling of being overwhelmed by the technology, or compete disinterest in
participation. Generally by making access, upload and maintenance easier, users feel they have
control over their data and will be more apt to share. Thus, effective user interface design and
expanded flexibility to accommodate our complex user groups interested in participating is crucial.
To encourage users we use two strategies:

external links on many records

1. Remove barriers in the system by moving toward increasing
flexibility away from rigid requirements
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2. Provide tools for data discovery, presentation and manipulation
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